Heiligenstadt Testament

Matthew Weiss

Forced to become a philosopher

in my twenty-eighth year;

not easy,

not for the artist.
Was impossible I say,

Speak louder, shout, I am deaf.

Impossible I say, shout, speak:

Speak louder, am deaf.

Am deaf!
All felt within,

held back.

It held back

all felt within;

it held back all

held back already

held back

all felt within me.

To become a philosopher

was impossible I say;

I held back;

it was impossible

already.
